Ledbury at home

‘O Help Us to See’:
The Jesus-Shaped God
God
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. Through him all
things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.
In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind.” John 1:1-4

“In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as
Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality
with God something to be used to his own advantage.” Philippians 2:5-6

“For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was
rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you through his poverty
might become rich.” 2 Corinthians 8:9

And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with
you before the world began.
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Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, and
to see my glory, the glory you have given me because you loved me
before the creation of the world.
John 17

Human
-

Human body
Human emotions
Human mind
Human soul

“For this reason he had to be made like them, fully human in every way,
in order that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in
service to God, and that he might make atonement for the sins of the
people.” Hebrews 2:17

Jesus – God and Man
-

God did not metamorphise into man

-

God did not mix with man

-

In Christ, God is not at all separate from man
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The divine and human natures are distinct yet inseparably united.
There is one person of Christ, but two natures (divine and human).
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Review questions

Appendix: The Chalcedonian Creed (AD 251)
Therefore, following the holy fathers, we all with one accord teach men
to acknowledge one and the same Son, our Lord Jesus Christ,
at once complete in Godhead and complete in manhood,
truly God and truly man,
consisting also of a reasonable soul and body;
of one substance with the Father as regards his Godhead,
and at the same time of one substance with us as regards his manhood;
like us in all respects, apart from sin;
as regards his Godhead, begotten of the Father before the ages,
but yet as regards his manhood begotten, for us men and for our
salvation, of Mary the Virgin, the Godbearer;
one and the same Christ, Son, Lord, Only-begotten,
recognized in two natures, without confusion, without change, without
division, without separation;
the distinction of natures being in no way annulled by the union,
but rather the characteristics of each nature being preserved and
coming together to form one person and subsistence,
not as parted or separated into two persons,
but one and the same Son and Only-begotten God the Word, Lord Jesus
Christ;
even as the prophets from earliest times spoke of him, and our Lord
Jesus Christ himself taught us,
and the creed of the fathers has handed down to us.

1)

Do you tend to think of Jesus primarily as divine or primarily as
human? Why is it important that we think of him as both?

2) What difference does it make that Jesus is God-shaped?
3) How does seeing Jesus as the God-man help us to worship him?

