Digging Deeper: Work

(Dennis Thompson & Suzanne Wilson-Higgins)

1) Open in prayer and Introductions 5-15 mins
2) Our Relationship to work – share our stories (Suzanne & Dennis) 10 mins
3) Biblical Principles of Work
a)

Work Designed by God (Dennis) 10-15 mins

•

Work is a necessary part of who we are as image bearers. (God worked for 6 days and
then rested (Genesis 2:2), he then told Adam to work and take care of the world he had
created (Genesis 2:15)
We are not designed to be idle (passages in 2 Thessalonians, and numerous passages in
Proverbs)
It should not surprise us when we find work hard. (Genesis 3:17-19)

•
•

Discussion
b)

Work to Care for Others and Share with Others (Suzanne) 10-15 mins
•
•

We have a responsibility to care for our families and must work in order to do so (1
Timothy 5:8)
We should work to share with others (Ephesians 4:28)

Discussion
c)

The Kingdom (Dennis & Suzanne) 15-25 mins
•
•
•
•

We are part of Jesus’ Kingdom here on earth (Already/Not Yet) and what we do
(and how we do it) matters
All work is important and necessary (sweeping the floors or delivering a sermon are
equally pleasing to the King if it is done “as unto the Lord” (Ephesians 6:5-9)
Our ultimate motivation should be to honour and glorify the King. What we do and
the way we do it is for his glory!
A job done well earns the respect of a watching world and reflects our King. (1
Thessalonians 4:12)

Discussion
4) Close in Prayer
NIV-UK Ephesians 4:28
28 Anyone who has been stealing must steal no longer, but must work, doing something useful with their own hands, that
they may have something to share with those in need.
NIV-UK Ephesians 6: 5-9
5 Slaves, obey your earthly masters with respect and fear, and with sincerity of heart, just as you would obey Christ. 6 Obey
them not only to win their favour when their eye is on you, but as slaves of Christ, doing the will of God from your
heart. 7 Serve wholeheartedly, as if you were serving the Lord, not people, 8 because you know that the Lord will reward
each one for whatever good they do, whether they are slave or free.
9 And masters, treat your slaves in the same way. Do not threaten them, since you know that he who is both their Master
and yours is in heaven, and there is no favouritism with him.
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